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Annual General Meeting Report 
for 2023 

 

THE Reunion Club held the 44th AGM on the 

21st March at the Kelvin Club, Melbourne. 

Unfortunately only 26 members were able to 

attend the meeting but there were many who 

extended their apologies. Those that did attend 

enjoyed drinks and savouries on arrival. The 

meeting commenced at 12.30 in the main dining 

room. Our President, Graham Fettling, tapped 

the original 3LO radio gongs three times and the 

meeting came to order. He gave a warm welcome 

to everyone.  
 

Secretary, Gerry McKechnie, read the apologies 

and tabled the minutes of the last AGM (2022). 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
   
Gerry then noted the correspondence and 

confirmed that the Christmas Luncheon would 

be held at the RACV on Friday 1st December, 

2023. He mentioned that the club had received 

several resignations, namely June Armstrong, Jo 

Maxian, Vivienne Gillies and Heather McIntosh. 

The Club thanked them for their support and 

wished them well. 
 

 
 

 

The  President’s Report: 
 

President, Graham presented his report for the 

year 2022: 
 

Graham mentioned the club’s activities during 

last year which included last year’s AGM, and in 

October, the club organised an outing to the 

historical Black Rock House where 20 members 

enjoyed a scrumptious morning tea followed by 

the tour.  After the tour of the house the members 

visited the Ricketts Point café for lunch on the 

beach. 
 

In mid-November Tiffany and Linton Bryant 

offered their property at Viewbank to host the end 

of year BBQ. Thirty-three members attended and 

were entertained by our guest artist Don 

McQueen, a bush balladeer. It was the perfect 

setting for his somewhat risqué performance.  

 

 

The Club held the annual Christmas luncheon 

at the RACV where seventy-five members 

attended. The raffle had raised $630 and 

Graham thanked the RACV Club, Klapp 

Audio Visual, Scotchman Hill Winery, 

Westwood Wines and the Kelvin Club for 

sponsoring the major prizes. He also thanked 

Christine Gibson who gifted one of her 

lithographs to the value of $800. Graham also 

gave a special thanks to Tiffany Bryant for 

preparing the food hampers and crafting her 

Fabergé eggs for raffle prizes.  
 

Graham gave thanks to the Executive and 

General Committee members for all their 

support throughout the year. He also thanked 

Rick Hunter for keeping our web presence up 

to date and gave a special thanks to Ken 

Simpson-Bull for helping produce the Club’s 

Newsletter. He also mentioned that Ken had 

been awarded an OAM for his services to 

Australian Jazz and its preservation. 
 

Graham announced that the Club had received 

three new membership applications (see page 

four in a separate box) Richard Mannix-White, 

Peter Little and Bruce & Elizabeth Seaton.  
 

Graham sadly reported that several members 

and work colleagues had died during last year.  
 

Graham concluded his report to say the Club 

was planning events to be announced in 

forthcoming newsletters.  

 

 

Our latest Committee Member Denise Potter 
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Tour Of Melbourne’s 
Chocolatiers 

 

Wednesday 10th May at 11am 
 

ON this chocolate walking tour, we will visit some of 
Melbourne’s most iconic arcades, chatting about the 
history and sharing the fascinating stories they hold. 
We will navigate down hidden laneways while your 
local guide points out some favourite haunts for 
drinks and dinner. 
 

Inclusions: 
 

Your own personal and passionate chocoholic guide 
will share their own local expertise and some of 
Melbourne’s finest chocolate secrets. 
We visit Four chocolate stops. 
Tastings and drinks are included 
(Minimum six chocolate tastings plus dessert) 
Special in-store offers. 
Thirty-minutes rest with a hot drink. 
The tour will take approximately two hours. Please 
wear comfortable walking shoes and bring an 
umbrella in case of rain. 

 As we arrive at each chocolate store, and before 
we enjoy our specially curated tasting experience, 
we will spend some time getting to know the story 
behind the business and at some we get to meet 
either the owner or the manager of the store 
(sometimes they are one and the same person!). 
(Please note that the tour is pre-planned and there 
is no expectation for you to purchase products.) 
 

For further enquiries please contact Dr Cheryl 
Threadgold OAM (See below.)  
 
IMPORTANT: We Meet Outside St Pauls’ 
Cathedral, Corner Flinders & Swanston Streets 
at 11.00am. (The Guide will be holding a 
chocolate-coloured balloon / lollypop) 
 

 

COST:  $39 Members (subsidised). $49 guests. 
 

HOW TO BOOK:  
 

Online Payment Booking Code: CWT  
(See page 4) 

Or post cheques to PO Box 3039, Murrumbeena.  
 

Please inform Dr Cheryl Threadgold of your 
intention to book on 0422 125 036 or email 
thrdgld@optusnet.com.au.  
 
 

You Must book by 30th April. 
Maximum number of people limited to 20. 

 
 

     COMING  EVENT  Annual Financial Statement 
 

THE Treasurer, Kevin Silberberg, presented the 

financial statement for the year ending 2022. He 

referred the members to the audited financial 

statement that had been distributed at the meeting. He 

said that the Club was in a good financial position, 

and had made a small profit of $1,444.86 compared 

to a minor loss in year 2021 of $2,457.00. The total 

Members’ Funds stood at $17,481 as of year ending 

2022, compared to the previous year, 2021 of 

$16,036. Kevin said that the club had subsidised main 

events (RACV Christmas luncheon and the AGM), to 

provide to members tangible benefits.  

Kevin also mentioned that the Club had 

successfully migrated to the new “Reckon” financial 

software platform, and members now receive 

invoices for subscription fees. Currently the club has 

245 active members, based on 2022 subscriptions. In 

forecasting our 2023 financial status, the club had 

received 59% of subscription fees invoiced to date 

which was very encouraging.  

Kevin thanked the club’s auditor, Mr Ian 

Macpherson CPA, from McLennan Partners, certified 

practising accountants.  

The Club then held the elections for the Executive 

and Committee positions under the new election 

rules. Secretary Gerry declared that the existing 

Executive and General Committee Members be re-

appointed unopposed. He also welcomed Denise 

Potter to a vacant committee position. Gerry 

congratulated Denise on her appointment and looked 

forward to working together on the Committee.  

In other business at the meeting, the Club adopted 

the Model Rules for an incorporated Association as 

per “The Association Incorporation Reform 

Regulations”.  

Kevin Silberberg also indicated that, like most 

clubs similar to ours, we have an issue with a 

declining member-base and subsequent fall in 

revenue.  Discussion amongst members led to 

examine ways of increasing membership by 

broadening the Statement of Purpose to include 

members of likeminded media organisations. 

It was put to the meeting that the committee would 

review and examine ways of attracting new members 

and that our Statement of Purpose and eligibility for 

membership be reviewed and if appropriate be 

amended. The outcomes of this review would be put 

to the members at the next AGM for endorsement.  

The president closed the meeting and advised that 

the next AGM would be in mid-March 2023, at a 

venue TBA. 
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         At the Annual General Meeting 

An offering 
of some of 

the fine 
chocolates 

you are 
likely to 

receive on 
our forth-
coming 

Chocolate 
Tour. (See 

page 2) 

John Backman             Peter Smith   Kevin Silberberg                   Jim O’Dwyer 

Bruna Nesbit, Patsy King, Margot Ord, Ken Simpson-Bull, Linton Bryant Pat Ness            Phil Seymore 

June Williams      Graeme McKenzie   Mandy Baxter 
               Ivan Gaal                    Gerry McKechnie 

     Rick Hunter      Graham Brumley   Ray Sheldrick 



 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

    Write, telephone the appropriate Committee Member, or email info@abcreunionclub.org 
  

Postal Address:  ABC Reunion Club, PO Box 3039, Murrumbeena, Vic. 3163 
 

Please put your return address on the back of any mail.        For Telephone numbers refer to “The Committee” listing.  
 

 

The Web Site Address is  http://abcreunionclub.org/  
 

(Newsletter Graphic Layout: Ken Simpson-Bull OAM) 
 

 

THE COMMITTEE 
 

President:  Graham Fettling 

mobile 0418 588 922 

Vice President: Dr Cheryl Threadgold OAM 
mobile 0422 125 036 

Secretary: Gerry McKechnie  
mobile 0417 886 922 

Treasurer:  
Kevin Silberberg 

 mobile 0417 392 842 

Auditor:   
Ian Macpherson, 

 General Committee:  
Tiffany Bryant, Peter Smith, June Williams,  

               Robert Gibbs, Denise Potter  
 

 

  

HOW TO BOOK FOR AN EVENT  
   

Make cheques payable to the ABC Reunion Club. On the back of your cheque (or on a slip of paper attached 

to your cheque) please write your member number (or your name), the event code, and the number of people.  

E.g., 153AGM2 means Member No 153, Annual General Meeting, 2 people attending. 
  

If you are paying for two or more events, repeat the coded information for each event. 
   

   Post the cheque to PO Box 3039, Murrumbeena, Vic 3163. (Put your return address on the envelope) 
  

  

For Bank transfers: BSB 814 282   Account No. 10200072 (CUA is now The Great Southern Bank) 
  

Use the same code as above in the “Transaction Description” so that we know what the payment is for. 

Your Member Number tells us who sent the payment. If you don’t know, ring or email the Secretary. 
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Obituaries. 
 

We have one death to report: 

ABC work colleague, Ronn Munford, who was 

our much-loved mail and despatch man at 

Ripponlea for many years. 
 

The club sends its sincere condolences and 

sympathy to the family and friends. 
 

 

New Members 
The Club welcomes: 

 

Richard Mannix-White (Radio Training 

& IT), Peter Little (TV and Radio Admin), 

and Bruce & Elizabeth Seaton (National 

Planning and scheduling)  
 

 

 
 

 

At the AGM 
 

L to R: 
 

Peter Sparnon 
 

Robert Gibbs 
 

Ross Smith 
 

Richard 
Mannix-White 
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